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Preface

It is my pleasure to present the Annual Report of the All India Coordinated 

Research Project on Weed Control (AICRP-WC) for the year 2011-12. This project, 

initiated by the ICAR in 1978, is mandated to meet the challenges posed by weeds 

in both the cropped and non-cropped lands in different agro-agroecological 

situations throughout the country. Presently operating in 22 centers located in 21 

state agricultural universities and one central university, besides 6 volunteer 

centres, intensive research and development efforts related to weed 

management are being made in major crops including field and horticultural crops 

in network mode.

During the year under report, five major network programmes were 

executed: (i) Weed survey and surveillance, (ii) Weed management in crops and 

cropping systems, (iii) Management of parasitic, invasive, problematic and 

aquatic weeds, (iv) Herbicide testing, leaching behaviour, persistence, residues 

and toxicity, and (v) Transfer of technology. The identified technical programme 

was taken up by different cooperating centres as per protocol approved for the 

years 2010-11 and 2011-12. Besides, different centres also took up studies of local 

importance in their state.

All the AICRP-WC centres actively participated in human resource 

development and transfer of technology related to weed management. 

Parthenium awareness programme was organized from 16-22 August, 2011, in 

which, a large number of rallies, exhibitions, seminars and other meetings were 

organized at all centres as well as some of the ICAR institutes, SAUs and KVKs.

This report contains the significant findings on research and extension 

activities carried out by the cooperating centres during the period from 1 April, 

2011 to 31 March, 2012. I find that the research achievements of direct practical 

utility have been made by most centres, which have the potential to increase 

productivity and profitability by a considerable margin. The technologies 

disseminated to the farmers' fields have shown a greater impact on farm income 

and livelihood security. I am sure that this information will be useful to the 

scientists, planners and farmers to further refine their strategies for weed 

management. I welcome critical comments and suggestions for improving the 

work efficiency of the AICRP-WC centers as well as quality of this report.

Date: 09.04.2012 (A.R. Sharma)
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